
Please see the below message sent on behalf of Dr. Tana Allen, Vice-President (Research).

*******************************************************************************

Hello Dr. Hossain,

Thank you for your enquiry on behalf of MUNFA about the SciVal Clean-Up Project that has 
been undertaken by the OVPR.  I understand that there has been a request for clarity and 
information regarding the project. 

The discussions about a SciVal clean-up project began in late 2022. The benefits of SciVal as an 
institutional strategic tool were discussed at the Research Council on Dec 2, 2022. Below is a 
summary.

SciVal is an online bibliometrics tool from Elsevier that is used to conduct analysis of an 
institution’s research performance based on publication and citation data available in the Scopus 
database. Memorial has benefited from the SciVal subscription in previous years. SciVal has 
been used by a broad range of units at the university, including Engineering, Medicine, Nursing, 
Education, Grenfell Campus, Memorial Libraries, and the Internationalization Office. SciVal has 
been used to inform strategic planning around research strengths and priorities; to obtain 
research metrics to strengthen grant applications; to allow a faculty to benchmark its 
performance in comparison with similar units at other universities; to provide data on 
international co-authorships; and to enable a faculty to increase its international ranking 
following an internal faculty project to clean up its faculty/researcher data in Scopus. Although 
there are concerns in the scholarly community about whether the use of research metrics are a 
fair and accurate measure of research performance across disciplines, these types of metrics are 
extensively used in the international rankings and provide a point of comparison.
In order to maximize the benefits of the SciVal subscription, including making it a more effective 
tool to improve the international rankings for both Memorial and the faculties, it was 
recommended that all faculties initiate a “cleanup” project. The aim is to review their faculty 
publications in Scopus and clean up any errors in the data.

A SciVal representative presented the methodology and models at the Research Council on 
March 21, 2023.  Following that, the “SciVal Data Cleanup” project was launched. It is meant to 
clean up any errors in faculty/researcher publication data in Scopus, such as merging duplicate 
profiles and noting incorrect and missing publications. Academic units have been advised that 
the project will be most effective if the Graduate Assistants (GAs) hired are able to compare a 
researcher’s publication list in Scopus with the researcher’s CV. As such, academic units were 
suggested to provide GAs, if possible, with:

1. a list of full-time faculty names and disciplines (departments) in an Excel format
preferably;

2. access to the faculty members’ CVs or an authoritative list of publications (e.g. a unit’s
annual research report).

It is also suggested that the GAs could consult faculty members directly for verification, or 
perhaps a staff member could assist.

Faculty members are not required to participate and are instead encouraged to provide 
information to facilitate an efficient use of GA time.

I hope the above provides sufficient information about the SciVal activity. I am also more than 
happy to discuss with you should that be helpful.
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