MUN Faculty Association
ER 4047, Alexander Murray Bldg. M N
Memorial University f U FA

unite « advocate « advance
A1B 3X5

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Sunday, July 21, 2024
Crackdown on Student-Led Protests on Campuses in Bangladesh

Dear MUNFA Members,

Today, | am writing you to draw your attention to and speak out against the brutal government
crackdown that is currently occurring on campuses in Bangladesh.

A few weeks ago, peaceful protests began on campuses calling for an end to a quota system for public
sector jobs for relatives of veterans of the 1971 war of independence. Protestors call the system
discriminatory.

In recent days, the government has called in police and the military to break up and quell the protests.
The crackdown on campuses has led to widespread violence which has escalated rapidly. While exact
numbers are unknown at this stage, reports say that dozens of protestors have been killed and scores
more injured. Universities have been shuttered, a curfew imposed, and the internet shut down.

University campuses must be places where peaceful protest, debate, discussion, and dissent are
protected - peaceful assembly is a fundamental human right. We have a responsibility to stand up for
our colleagues in other parts of the world and speak out in the strongest terms against the Bangladeshi
government’s brutal use of force on campuses in that country.

To MUNFA members who call Bangladesh their home - heartfelt solidarity to you and your families in
this difficult time.

In solidarity,

Josh Lepawsky
MUNFA President


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/7/17/bangladesh-students-defy-orders-occupy-universities-as-tensions-spiral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangladesh_Liberation_War
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/bangladesh-security-forces-fire-bullets-and-sound-grenades-in-bloodiest-day-of-demonstrations-to-date
https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/south-asia/bangladesh-protest-riot-news-internet-shutdown-btv-b2582399.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/south-asia/bangladesh-protest-riot-news-internet-shutdown-btv-b2582399.html

